
S T A T E   O F   M I C H I G A N 
 

BEFORE THE MICHIGAN PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 
 

* * * * * 
 

In the matter of the application of ) 
DTE GAS COMPANY   ) 
for a certificate of public convenience and necessity ) Case No. U-18396 
relative to Munro Township, Michigan. ) 
                                                                                         ) 
 
 
 At the September 15, 2017 meeting of the Michigan Public Service Commission in Lansing, 

Michigan. 

 
PRESENT: Hon. Sally A. Talberg, Chairman 

         Hon. Norman J. Saari, Commissioner  
Hon. Rachael A. Eubanks, Commissioner 

 
ORDER APPROVING SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT 

 
 On July 11, 2017, DTE Gas Company (DTE Gas) filed an application, with supporting 

exhibits, pursuant to MCL 460.501 et seq., requesting a certificate of public convenience and 

necessity (CPCN) to render natural gas service for residential and commercial customers in 

Sections 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, and 34 of Munro Township, Cheboygan County.   

 A prehearing conference was held on August 15, 2017, before Administrative Law Judge 

Martin D. Snider.  DTE Gas and the Commission Staff participated in the proceedings.  

Subsequently, the parties submitted a settlement agreement resolving all issues in the case.   

 According to the terms of the settlement agreement, attached as Exhibit A, the parties agree 

that, on April 11, 2017, DTE Gas obtained a franchise to provide natural gas service to Munro 

Township.  The parties further agree that a CPCN, allowing DTE Gas to provide natural gas 

service to residential and commercial customers in Sections 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, and 34 of Munro 
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Township, will serve the public convenience and necessity and is otherwise in the public interest.  

The parties additionally agree that DTE Gas’s construction and operation of facilities in Sections 

29, 30, 31, 32, 33, and 34 of Munro Township will be in accordance with applicable standards 

and regulations, including the Michigan Gas Safety Standards.  The parties also agree that, upon 

information and belief, there is no existing natural gas service in Munro Township.  Therefore, 

consistent with Commission regulatory policies, the parties agree that the proposed projects 

described in the settlement agreement will not cross or parallel any existing facilities in Sections 

29, 30, 31, 32, 33, and 34 of Munro Township.   

 The Commission finds that the settlement agreement is reasonable and in the public interest, 

and should be approved. 

THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED that: 
 

A. The settlement agreement, attached as Exhibit A, is approved. 

B. DTE Gas Company is granted a certificate of public convenience and necessity to 

construct facilities and to provide natural gas service for residential and commercial customers in 

Sections 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, and 34 of Munro Township, Cheboyan County, as identified in 

Attachment 1 to the settlement agreement. 

The Commission reserves jurisdiction and may issue further orders as necessary.  



Page 3 
U-18396 

Any party desiring to appeal this order must do so in the appropriate court within 30 days 

after issuance and notice of this order pursuant to MCL 462.26.  To comply with the Michigan 

Rules of Court’s requirement to notify the Commission of an appeal, appellants shall send required 

notices to both the Commission’s Executive Secretary and to the Commission’s Legal Counsel.  

Electronic notifications should be sent to the Executive Secretary at mpscedockets@michigan.gov 

and to the Michigan Department of the Attorney General - Public Service Division at 

pungp1@michigan.gov.  In lieu of electronic submissions, paper copies of such notifications may 

be sent to the Executive Secretary and the Attorney General - Public Service Division at 7109    

W. Saginaw Hwy., Lansing, MI 48917. 

MICHIGAN PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION   
                                                                          
 
                                                                                      

________________________________________                                                                          
               Sally A. Talberg, Chairman    
 
          
 

 ________________________________________                                                                          
               Norman J. Saari, Commissioner 
  
 
 

________________________________________                                                                          
               Rachael A. Eubanks, Commissioner  
  
By its action of September 15, 2017. 
 
 
 
________________________________                                                                 
Kavita Kale, Executive Secretary 
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STATE OF MICHIGAN 

 

BEFORE THE MICHIGAN PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

 

 

In the matter of the Application of    ) 

DTE GAS COMPANY for a Certificate  ) Case No. U-18396 

of Public Convenience and Necessity   ) 

relative to Munro Township, Michigan ) 

 

 

SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT 

 

As provided in Section 78 of the Administrative Procedures Act of 1969 (“APA”), as 

amended, MCL 24.278, and R 792.10431 (“Rule 431”) of the Michigan Public Service 

Commission’s (“MPSC” or “Commission”) Rules of Practice and Procedure, and supported by the 

Commission’s own policy encouraging settlement of contested issues, DTE Gas Company (“DTE 

Gas” or “the Company”) and the Commission Staff (“Staff”) (hereinafter collectively referred to 

as the “Parties”) have resolved through settlement discussions all issues before the Commission in 

the above-captioned case and agree as follows: 

1. On July 11, 2017, DTE Gas filed its Application in this proceeding requesting 

issuance of a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (“Certificate”) pursuant to MCL 

460.501 et seq. (“Act 69”) to render natural gas service for residential and commercial customers 

in Munro Township, Michigan.  A map and description depicting the proposed service area is 

attached as Attachment 1. 

2. On July 17, 2017, the Commission issued its Notice of Hearing.  In accordance with 

the Commission’s Notice of Hearing, DTE Gas filed proofs of service and affidavits of publication 

on August 10, 2017, indicating that the Company provided the requisite notice to all cities, 

incorporated villages, townships, counties, and any incumbent utility or competitive gas service 

provider affected by the proposed service. 

EXHIBIT A



3. On August 15, 2017, Administrative Law Judge (“ALJ”) Martin D. Snider 

conducted a prehearing conference pursuant to the Notice of Hearing.  Only DTE Gas and Staff 

appeared by and through counsel and were granted party status in the proceeding.  The ALJ 

approved a consensus schedule for a second prehearing scheduled for September 27, 2017. 

4. In lieu of further contested case actions, the Parties agree to settle this case 

according to the following terms and conditions pursuant to MCL 24.278(2). 

5. On April 11, 2017, DTE Gas obtained a franchise for providing natural gas service 

to Munro Township (see Attachment 2).  This franchise was published on May 4, 2017, in a local 

newspaper of circulation for Munro Township (see Attachment 3).   

6. Presque Isle Electric & Gas Co-Op has provided a letter of non-objection regarding 

DTE Gas’s request to the Commission for an Act 69 certificate to provide natural gas service in 

Sections 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, and 34 of Munro Township (see Attachment 4).   

7. The granting of an Act 69 Certificate by the Commission allowing DTE Gas to 

provide natural gas service to residential and commercial customers in in Sections 29, 30, 31, 32, 

33, and 34 of Munro Township, Michigan, will serve the public convenience and necessity and is 

otherwise in the public interest. 

8. Specifically, the first project entails DTE Gas facilities being extended to serve the 

NE Burt Lake area.  This project, highlighted in yellow on the attached map (see Attachment 1), 

would require approximately 36,250 feet of main to serve 131 residential homeowners and 4 

commercial businesses.  Of the 36,250 feet of distribution main required, 15,600 feet will be 

installed in Munro Township and will serve the University of Michigan Biological camp located 

in Sections 33 and 34 of the township.  The remainder of this project is located in Burt Township 

where DTE Gas has already been providing natural gas services to customers for several years. 



9. In addition, the second project entails DTE Gas extending facilities to serve the SW 

corner of Douglas Lake in Sections 29, 30, 31 and 32 of Munro Township.  This project, 

highlighted in orange on the attached map (see Attachment 1) will require approximately 21,790 

feet of main to serve 175 residential homes and 1 commercial business. 

10. Upon information and belief, there is no existing natural gas service in Munro 

Township.  Therefore, consistent with Commission regulatory policies, the proposed projects will 

not cross or parallel any existing facilities in Sections 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, and 34 of Munro 

Township. 

11. DTE Gas’s construction and operation of facilities in Sections 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 

and 34 of Munro Township will be in accordance with applicable standards and regulations, 

including the Michigan Gas Safety Code. 

12. This Settlement Agreement is entered into for the sole and express purpose of 

reaching a compromise among the Parties.  All offers of settlement and discussions relating to this 

Settlement Agreement are considered privileged under MRE 408.  If the Commission approves 

this Settlement Agreement without modification, neither the Parties to this settlement nor the 

Commission shall make any reference to, or use this Settlement Agreement or the order approving 

it, as a reason, authority, rationale, or example for taking any action or position or making any 

subsequent decision in any other case or proceeding; provided, however, such references may be 

made to enforce or implement the Settlement Agreement and the order approving it. 

13. This Settlement Agreement is not severable.  Each provision of this Settlement 

Agreement is dependent upon all other provisions of this Settlement Agreement.  Failure to comply 

with any provision of this Settlement Agreement constitutes failure to comply with the entire 

Settlement Agreement.  If the Commission rejects or modifies this Settlement Agreement, then 
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